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GENEVA CONVENTIONS ON
CHEQUES
Done at: Geneva
Date enacted: 1931-03-19
(19 March 1931)
In force: 1934-01-01
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Article I

- —
The High Contracting Parties undertake to introduce
in their respective territories, either in one of the orig-
inal texts or in their own languages, the Uniform Law
forming Annex I of the present Convention.
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This undertaking shall, if necessary, be subject to such
reservations as each High Contracting Party shall noti-
fy at the time of its ratification or accession. These res-
ervations shall be chosen from among those mentioned
in Annex II of the present Convention.
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The reservations referred to in Articles 9, 22, 27 and 30
of the said Annex II may, however, be made after ratifi-
cation or accession, provided that they are notified to the
Secretary-General of the League of Nations, Who shall
forthwith communicate the text thereof to the Members
of the League of Nations and to the non-member States
on whose behalf the present Convention has been rati-
fied or acceded to. Such reservations shall not take ef-
fect until the ninetieth day following the receipt by the
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Secretary-General of the above-mentioned notification.
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Each of the High Contracting Parties may, in urgent
cases, make use of the reservations contained in Arti-
cles 17 and 28 of the said Annex II, even after ratifica-
tion or accession. In such cases, they must immediately
notify direct all other High Contracting Parties and the
Secretary-General of the League of Nations. The noti-
fication of these reservations shall take effect two days
following its receipt by the High Contracting Parties.
390 §B9,) 5 9 b LTS (ilgi (oo wblaio pline (18, 51 Sy 2
b cugad 31 g 1) 9500 pgd doneus YA g1V Olgo j0 (Jow i
1799 3 Lonsisiomo 9130 g 3900 il 33 0,138 121 390 &4 B!
23 EMbI Jlo axoler J5 720 9 ;500 Gdyb 4l @21 Sl p0 wilwo
shine (b Lyl anddl €U0 51y 39y 99 Wy cotl EN
Dg dBlgs oo waleio

Article 11

In the territories of each of the High Contracting Par-
ties, the Uniform Law shall not apply to cheques al-
ready issued at the time of the coming into force of the
present Convention.
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Article 111

The present Convention, the French and English texts
of which shall be equally authentic, shall bear this day’s
date.
It may be signed thereafter until July 15th, 1931, on
behalf of any Member of the League of Nations or
non-member State.
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Article IV

The present Convention shall be ratified. The instru-
ments of ratification shall be deposited before Septem-
ber 1, 1933, with the Secretary-General of the League
of Nations, who shall forthwith notify receipt thereof
to all the Members of the League of Nations and to the
non-member States on whose behalf the present Con-
vention has been signed or acceded to.
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Article V

As from July 15, 1931, any Member of the League of
Nations and any non-member State may accede thereto.
Such accession shall be effected by a notification to the
Secretary-General of the League of Nations, such notifi-
cation to be deposited in the archives of the Secretariat.
The Secretary-General shall notify such deposit forth-
with to all the Members of the League of Nations and
to the non-member States on whose behalf the present
Convention has been signed or acceded to.
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Article VI

The present Convention shall not come into force un-
til it has been ratified or acceded to on behalf of sev-
en Members of the League of Nations or non-member
States, including therein three of the Members of the
League permanently represented on the Council.
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The date of entry into force shall be the ninetieth day
following the receipt by the Secretary-General of the
League of Nations of the seventh ratification or acces-
sion in accordance with the first paragraph of the pres-
ent Article.
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The Secretary-General of the League of Nations, when
making the notifications provided for in Articles IV and
V, shall state in particular that the ratifications or ac-
cessions referred to in the first paragraph of the present
Article have been received.
D oF Slgo ggige addll Jluyl e Jo anclr J5 o
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Article VII

Every ratification or accession effected after the entry
into force of the Convention in accordance with Article
VI shall take effect on the ninetieth day following the
date of receipt thereof by the Secretary-General of the
League of Nations.
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Article VIII

- —
Except in urgent cases, the present Convention may
not be denounced before the expiry of two years from
the date on which it has entered into force in respect
of the Member of the League or non-member State de-
nouncing it; such denunciation shall take effect as from
the ninetieth day following the receipt by the Secre-
tary-General of the notification addressed to him.
p3Y @b 5 e 90 U (gumiless’ ol o5, sl 9)lg0 gLl &
BB ok eyt J53 by Jlo drolr slirel bausgi 3T ks <2
St (Jloyl anedlbl Joog 5l (g 395 09 se230 E97 ) el g9,

RUWIRVPE PV L Wer)

Every denunciation shall be immediately communicat-

ed by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations to

all the other High Contracting Parties.
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In urgent cases a High Contracting Party which de-
nounces the Convention shall immediately notify direct
all other High Contracting Parties, and the denunciation
shall take effect two days after the receipt of such no-
tification by the said High Contracting Parties. A High
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Contracting Party denouncing the Convention in these
circumstances shall also inform the Secretary-General
of the League of Nations of its decision.
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Each denunciation shall take effect only as regards the

High Contracting Party on whose behalf it has been

made.

S50 €975 9 U 42 &5 gulaio pline B ay Connd il g9 2
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Article IX

Every Member of the League of Nations and every
non-member State in respect of which the present Con-
vention is in force may forward to the Secretary-Gen-
eral of the League of Nations, after the expiry of the
fourth year following the entry into force of the Con-
vention, a request for the revision of some or all of the
provisions of this Convention.
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If such request, after being communicated to the oth-
er Members or non-member States between which the
Convention is at that time in force, is supported with-
in one year by at least six of them, the Council of the
League of Nations shall decide whether a Conference
shall be convened for the purpose.
Sbae! 15 (sl God Lol Jlwl gty 31 Jlw Syl oy azilir
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Article X

- —
The High Contracting Parties may declare at the time
of signature, ratification or accession, that it is not their
intention in accepting the present Convention to as-
sume any liability in respect of all or any of their col-
onies, protectorates or territories under suzerainty or
mandate, in which case the present Convention shall
not be applicable to the territories mentioned in such
declaration.
Pl wiilgi oo Ll by ugd eslial (lo 55 anliia lisne (e s
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The High Contracting Parties may at any time subse-
quently inform the Secretary-General of the League of
Nations that they intend to apply the present Conven-
tion to all or any of their territories referred to in the
declaration provided for in the preceding paragraph. In
this case, the Convention shall apply to the territories re-
ferred to in the notification ninety days after its receipt
by the Secretary-General of the League of Nations.
4115055 Julad e o 5 33 il oo sy wblaso plins (red b
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They further reserve the right to denounce it, in accord-

ance with the conditions of Article VIII, on behalf of all

or any of their colonies, protectorates or territories un-

der suzerainty or mandate.
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Article XI

The present Convention shall be registered by the Sec-

retary-General

of the League of Nations as soon as it comes into force.
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CONVENTION PROVIDING
A UNIFORM LAW FOR CHEQUES
Annex I
Uniform law on cheques
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Chapter I. The drawing and form of a cheque
S S AW S gl | Jad

Article I

= |
A cheque contains:
1. The term “ cheque “ inserted in the body of the
instrument and
expressed in the language employed in drawing up the
instrument ;
2. An unconditional order to pay a determinate sum of
money ;
3. The name of the person who is to pay (drawee) ;
4. A statement of the place where payment is to be made;
5. A statement of the date when and the place where the
cheque is drawn ;
6. The signature of the person who draws the cheque
(drawer).
bl 25 9)lge eudite Wb S
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Article 2

~ —

An instrument in which any of the requirements men-

tioned in the preceding article is wanting is invalid as

a cheque, except in the cases specified in the following

paragraphs:

P Hlel il Ju8 ool j0 HeFde bl I ( Sy WL a5 guiw
135 GGl 10 culs asiino o)lg0 gldtuwl & 3 lw 1) S

- In the absence of special mention, the place specified
beside the name of the drawee is deemed to be the place
of payment. If several places are named beside the
name of the drawee, the cheque is payable at the first
place named.
OB arle Jlro o6 Jlie 55 gyoio Joro g pal pas ©)g0 5
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ol &S0 1 BB 95 Joo gl 4o K

- In the absence of these statements, and of any other

indication, the cheque is payable at the place where the

drawee has his principal establishment.

ol I 50 S R0 4B L 3jlee (ul S8 pae Gjeo 0
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A cheque which does not specify the place at which it

was drawn is deemed to have been drawn in the place

specified beside the name of the drawer.
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Article 3

~ —
A cheque must be drawn on a banker holding funds at
the disposal of the drawer and in conformity with an
agreement, express or implied, whereby the drawer is
entitled to dispose of those funds by cheque. Neverthe-
less, if these provisions are not complied with, the in-
strument is still valid as a cheque.
(5992 90) Jomo (5 30 0uiiS yoLo 45 9o yolo (b ougs p Sz
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Article 4

A cheque cannot be accepted. A statement of accept-
ance on a cheque shall be disregarded.
Ol S 595 50 Jgd B! 0l Caegdge (Jod Sl S 0

Article 5

A cheque may be made payable:
bl ey BB [y ol ads a] Wilgh oo S

-To a specified person with or without the express clause
“to order”, or

Lol oame b7 0,5 s> ap g po b b b oo ol -
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-To a specified person, with the words “ not to order “
or equivalent words, or

b ol arlinn BUIIL 57 555 Wlg 3 by b cpune el -

-To bearer.

Jol> -

A cheque made payable to a specified person with the

words, “or to bearer” , or any equivalent words, is

deemed to be a cheque to bearer.

S ooyl alinn BTG g« ol 4 b 30 b o (ased 2 4 S
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A cheque which does not specify the payee is deemed to
be a cheque to bearer.

Article 6

= —
A cheque may be drawn to the drawer’s own order.
A cheque may be drawn for account of a third person.
A cheque may not be drawn on the drawer himself un-
less it is drawn by one establishment on another estab-
lishment belonging to the same drawer.
b 0uilS jolo 045 Az g H0 Sl (Sow
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Article 7

Any stipulation concerning interest which may be em-
bodied in the cheque shall be disregarded.

Delhon U 59 o O S yo Zyie oy byl

Article 8

A cheque may be payable at the domicile of a third per-

son either in the locality where the drawee has his dom-

icile or in another locality, provided always that such

third person is a banker.

ade Jlro oKl a5 o jo b b asd cuoldl Joro jo S

el 4l g by o el €S0 5 BB 1500 Yoo 5o b ol @Bl
b SSL et

Article 9

Where the sum payable by a cheque is expressed in
words and also in figures, and there is any discrepancy,
the sum denoted by the words is the amount payable.
ol gl Slacl g B9y plod b 45 S dloo oy ST O yge0 50
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Where the sum payable by a cheque is expressed more
than once in words or more than once in figures, and there
is any discrepancy, the smaller sum is the sum payable.
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Article 10

~ —
If a cheque bears signatures of persons incapable of
binding themselves by a cheque, or forged signatures,
or signatures of fictitious persons, or signatures which
for any other reason cannot bind the persons who
signed the cheque or on whose behalf it was signed, the
obligations of the other persons who have signed it are
none the less valid.
GRS S Soplal w3l 45wl polibl (lasl 4 S o5 (Jy9e 50
bl b Jpemo slalial roudio S b whidind Sz 3 5b 31 g
002 Ll (g (6,555 Jo¥10 43 Ly o5 il Slaliael b 9 gt go ol
agio ol o slaol S T Bk 3 (Saulei 4 a5 1y Slus b
ol Bl 395 g8 4y Ko ouiiS Lol (pbieil e o gime g0

Article 11

~ —
Whosoever puts his signature on a cheque as represent-
ing a person for whom he had no power to act is bound
himself as a party to the cheque and, if he pays, has the
same rights as the person for whom he purported to
act. The same rule applies to a representative who has
exceeded his powers.
e 000 ed lgie |y (S LS| 45 (blS (g (S 2
elop 1y ol a2 51 g ol Jotumn Sz Bk (lgie 4 s lod cLiaal
Soulei oo gl Cils 3 a5 Conl pased Glad o> l,ls w5
0g5 OlHLas| sgus 5l a5 glovsyled 090 40 oueld pod .Cawl 009
el (5ylx 085 el



A [uub i i [ ndian 9 g p oS éuw._;uo,,..n,;s]

Article 12

The drawer guarantees payment. Any stipulation by

which the drawer releases himself from this guarantee

shall be disregarded.
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Article 13

- —
If a cheque which was incomplete when issued has been
completed otherwise than in accordance with the agree-
ments entered into, the non-observance of such agree-
ments may not be set up against the holder unless he
has acquired the cheque in bad faith or, in acquiring it,
has been guilty of gross negligence.
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Chapter II. Negotiation
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Article 14

- —

A cheque made payable to a specified person, with or

without the express clause “ to order “, may be trans-

ferred by means of endorsement.
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A cheque made payable to a specified person, in which
the words “ not to order “ or any equivalent expression
have been inserted, can only be transferred according
to the form and with the effects of an ordinary assign-
ment.
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A cheque may be endorsed even to the drawer or to any

other party to the cheque. These persons may re-en-

dorse the cheque.
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Article 15

~ —
An endorsement must be unconditional. Any condition
to which it is made subject shall be disregarded.
A partial endorsement is null and void.
An endorsement by the drawee is also null and void.
An endorsement “ to bearer “ is equivalent to an en-
dorsement in blank.
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An endorsement to the drawee has the effect only of a
receipt, except in the case where the drawee has sever-
al establishments and the endorsement is made in fa-
vour of an establishment other than that on which the
cheque has been drawn.
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Article 16

An endorsement must be written on the cheque or on
a slip affixed thereto (allonge). It must be signed by the
endorser.
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The endorsement may leave the beneficiary unspecified
or may consist simply of the signature of the endorser
(endorsement in blank). In the latter case, the endorse-
ment, to be valid, must be written on the back of the
cheque or on the slip attached thereto (allonge).
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Article 17

~~ [
An endorsement translers all the rights arising out of a
cheque. If the endorsement is in blank, the holder may:
1. Fill up the blank either with his own name or with
the name of some other person ;
2. Re-endorse the cheque in blank or to some other per-
son;
3. Transfer the cheque to a third person without
filling up the blank and without endorsing it.
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Article 18

~ —

In the absence of any contrary stipulation, the endorser

guarantees payment.

He may prohibit any further endorsement ; in this

case he gives no guarantee to the persons to whom the

cheque is subsequently endorsed.
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Article 19

~ —
The possessor of an endorsable cheque is deemed to be
the lawful holder if he establishes his title to the cheque
through an uninterrupted series of endorsements, even if
the last endorsement is in blank. In this connection, can-
celled endorsements shall be disregarded. When an en-
dorsement in blank is followed by another endorsement,
the person who signed this last endorsement is deemed to
have acquired the cheque by the endorsement in blank.
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Article 20

~ —
An endorsement on a cheque to bearer renders the en-
dorser liable in accordance with the provisions govern-
ing the right of recourse; but it does not convert the
instrument into a cheque to order.
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Article 21

- —
Where a person has, in any manner whatsoever, been
dispossessed of a cheque (whether it is a cheque to bear-
er or an endorsable cheque to which the holder estab-
lishes his right in the manner mentioned in Article 19),
the holder into whose possession the cheque has come
is not bound to give up the cheque unless he has ac-
quired it in bad faith or unless in acquiring it he has
been guilty of gross negligence.
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Article 22

~ —
Persons sued on a cheque cannot set up against the
holder defences founded on their personal relations
with the drawer or with previous holders, unless the
holder in acquiring the cheque has knowingly acted to
the detriment of the debtor.
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Article 23

~~ [
When an endorsement contains the statement ¢ value
in collection *“ ( * valeur en recouvrement ) * for col-
lection “ ( “ pour encaissement “ ), “ by procuration “
( *“ par procuration *“ ), or any other phrase implying a
simple mandate, the holder may exercise all rights aris-
ing out of the cheque, but he can endorse it only in his
capacity as agent.
Sln "7 Peeg 50 Gl T Ohle (redin gl &5 (oln
2928 31 S 45 ;K10 Oylee a7 Codole by " 7 g
S 5 U Baio plod Wilgi oo 00 IS il el 00l Susyles
ouiyled oylghs & Wilgi= (g0 Ldd o 95 0B 50 Lol cles Jlas! |,
RCCI S

In this case the parties liable can only set up against the
holder defences which could be set up against the endorser.



[:(\ ) - o)) las ;J,.o)),.i)"._slao”.u‘l,.;s:] Y

ade as'1y Sl pl ylod hadd wiled oo ol lell (& yguo (p] 5o
o lod ylgie oud )l aude cCawl Z b B g b

The mandate contained in an endorsement by procu-

ration does not terminate by reason of the death of the

party giving the mandate or by reason of his becoming

legally incapable.
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Article 24

- -
An endorsement after protest or after an equivalent dec-
laration or after the expiration of the limit of time for
presentment operates only as an ordinary assignment.
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Failing proof to the contrary, an undated endorsement
is deemed to have been placed on the cheque prior to
the protest or equivalent declaration or prior to the ex-
piration of the limit of time referred to in the preceding
paragraph.
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Chapter III. Avals
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Article 25

Payment of a cheque may be guaranteed by an “ aval

*“ as to the whole or part of its amount. This guarantee

may be given by a third person other than the drawee,

or even by a person who has signed the cheque.
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Article 26

~ —
An “aval” is given either on the cheque itself or on an
“allonge” .
Itis expressed by the words “good as aval” , or by any other
equivalent formula. It is signed by the giver of the “aval” .
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It is deemed to be constituted by the mere signature of

the giver of the “ aval “, placed on the face of the cheque,

except in the case of the signature of the drawer.
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An “aval” must specify for whose account it is given. In
default of this, it is deemed to be given for the drawer.
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Article 27

= |
The giver of an “aval” is bound in the same manner as
the person for whom he has become guarantor.
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His undertaking is valid even when the liability which

he has guaranteed is inoperative for any reason other

than defect of form.
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He has, when he pays the cheque, the rights arising
out of the cheque against the person guaranteed and
against those who are liable to the latter on the cheque.
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Chapter IV. Presentment and payment
CS10 5 g 411 .F Jad

Article 28

A cheque is payable at sight. Any contrary stipulation
shall be disregarded.
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A cheque presented for payment before the date stated
as the date of issue is payable on the day of presentment.
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Article 29

A cheque payable in the country in which it was issued

must be presented for payment within eight days.

e 9y Culd Db Wb 9o Jmo HalS o coloy b S
Do Al esloy

A cheque issued in a country other than that in which it is
payable must be presented within a period of twenty days
or of seventy days, according as to whether the place of
issue and the place of payment are situated respectively
in the same continent or in different continents.
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For the purposes of this article cheques issued in a Eu-

ropean country and payable in a country bordering on

the Mediterranean or vice versa are regarded as issued

and payable in the same continent.
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The date from which the above-mentioned periods of
time shall begin to run shall be the date stated on the
cheque as the date of issue.
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Article 30

Where a cheque is drawn in one place and is payable

in another having a different calendar, the day of issue

shall be construed as being the corresponding day of

the calendar of the place of payment.
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Article 31

| |
Presentment of a cheque at a clearing-house is equiva-
lent to presentment for payment.
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Article 32

The countermand of a cheque only takes effect after the
expiration of the limit of time for presentment.
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If a cheque has not been countermanded, the drawee

may pay it even after the expiration of the time-limit.

sladil 3 g o ilgh o dade Jlxo bl ould o S 5]
s 430 1y o 4z g ey

Article 33

~ -
Neither the death of the drawer nor his incapacity tak-
ing place after the issue of the cheque shall have any
effect as regards the cheque.
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Article 34

The drawee who pays a cheque may require that it shall

be given up to him receipted by the holder.
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The holder may not refuse partial payment.
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In case of partial payment the drawee may require that

the partial payment shall be mentioned on the cheque

and that a receipt shall be given to him.
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Article 35

The drawee who pays an endorsable cheque is bound to
verify the regularity of the series of endorsements, but
not the signature of the endorsers.
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Article 36

When a cheque is drawn payable in a currency which
is not that of the place of payment, the sum payable
may, within the limit of time for the presentment of
the cheque, be paid in the currency of the country ac-
cording to its value on the date of payment. If payment
has not been made on presentment, the holder may at
his option demand that payment of the amount of the
cheque in the currency of the country shall be made
according to the rate on the day of presentment or on
the day of payment.
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The usages of the place of payment shall be applied in
determining the value of foreign currency. Nevertheless,
the drawer may stipulate that the sum payable shall be
calculated according to a rate expressed in the cheque.
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The foregoing rules shall not apply to the case in which

the drawer has stipulated that payment must be made

in a certain specified currency (stipulation for effective

payment in a foreign currency).
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If the amount of the cheque is specified in a currency
having the same denomination but a different value in
the country of issue and the country of payment, refer-
ence is deemed to be made to the currency of the place
of payment.
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Chapter V. Crossed cheques and cheques
payable in account
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Article 37

~ —

The drawer or holder of a cheque may cross it with the

effects stated in the next article hereof.
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A crossing takes the form of two parallel lines drawn

on the face of the cheque. The crossing may be general

or special.
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The crossing is general if it consists of the two lines

only or if between the lines the term “ banker “ or some

equivalent is inserted; it is special if the name of a bank-

er is written between the lines.
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A general crossing may be converted into a special
crossing, but a special crossing may not be converted
into a general crossing.
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The obliteration either of a crossing or of the name of
the banker shall be regarded as not having taken place.
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Article 38

~ -
A cheque which is crossed generally can be paid by the
drawee only to a banker or to a customer of the drawee.
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A cheque which is crossed specially can be paid by the
drawee only to the named banker, or if the latter is the
drawee, to his customer. Nevertheless, the named bank-
er may procure the cheque to be collected by another
banker.
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A banker may not acquire a crossed cheque except from
one of his customers or from another banker. He may
not collect it for the account of other persons than the
foregoing.





